Perhaps no other measure within the range of the surgeon is of more use in the prevention or removal of deformity, or gives a better loophole of escape from the law of nature, seeing that, where the whole thickness of the skin is destroyed, contraction must inevitably take place, and with it necessarily more or less deformity. The application of skin grafting in surgery has a wide field of usefulness, and one whose limitations are as yet but dimly seen, the recent application of Thiersch's method of grafting to the treatment of malignant growths having enlarged an area of usefulness that before seemed defined and limited.
The methods of grafting used at thi3 hospital vary according to the nature of the case, and may be shortly placed under three headings :?
(1) The application of small pieces of skin, either human or from a frog.
(2) The application of large pieces of human skin from one part of the body to another.
(3) Thiersch's method of skin grafting. As it has been found that a large piece of skin, say over an inch square, dissected off, and transplanted to another part, rarely if ever lives, the procedure has been modified by taking the flap from an area of good skin close to the part where the graft is wanted, dissecting it off everywhere except at one point, where it is left connected by a neck of skin. The main body of the graft can now be twisted, so as to fit into the place where it is required, and sutured into position with fine silk or silkworm gut sutures, the neck of skin being left for a week or ten days, when the graft will have taken growth in its new position, and will no longer need the blood supply through the connecting bridge of skin that ensured its vitality till it had formed fresh connections in its new position.
The graft is cut so that its long axis is parallel to the long axis of the limb. The edges of the wound left by its removal then easily come together with sutures, and being in the length of the limb the skin easily stretches, and no appreciable contraction takes place.
The spot where it is intended to place the graft is prepared for its reception by having the callous edge of skin round its margin dissected off, and its base freshened by a little judicious dissection, all bleeding being carefully stopped before the graft is sutured in position. The graft is then dressed with some antiseptic dressing for ten days, when the graft will be found to have taken, the sutures removed, and the neck of skin connecting the graft with its original site cut through.
This method is particularly applicable to those cases of burns, or injuries on the face or limbs, where, from either the situation or extent of the injury complete cicatrization never takes place, or, if it does, repeatedly breaks down again when the limb is moved. Of course, it is a necessity that there be some sound skin in the immediate neighbourhood, from which a. graft can be taken.
The third method is that introduced by Thiersch, and called after him. It consists in shaving off with a razor?the cut not going through the whole thickness of the skin?pieces several square inches or less in area from the arm or thigh, and applying them to ulcers or any other raw sutface that may require covering with skin.
It is necessary here to glance briefly at the structure of the skin to arrive at an intelligent comprehension of the performance of this method. The skin may be taken for our purpose as consisting of four layers named from without in (1) stratum corneum, (2) stratum lucidum, (3) stratum granulosum, (4) 
